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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The building has twelve storlies plus a thirteenth story concealed behind
the high cornice. Though rectangular on the ground floor, the upper flooOrs
are "E"-shaped. The overall dimensions are 188'-7" in 15 bays by 62'-0"in
5 bays. The lower three stories of the building are dark red stone rusti-
cated horizontally; these horizontal lines turn down to follow the lines of
the voussolirs over the segmental arched windows on the second floor. The
main entrance is characterized by four bold, heavy columns.set on large
granite blocks. The column capitals and bases are Roman Doric. The lines
of horizontal rusticatiocn are carried across the colums which seem to be
partially responsible for thelr very heavy appearance.

The detalling of the lower three floors is characterized by a certain
heaviness and geometric simplicity. The only contrasting element is the
light and delicate, yet still geometricly simple,cast iron ralling above
the main entrance mass. All the doors at the main entrance are new. The
only unaltered cast iron storefront is immediately to the right of the main
entrance. The hardware for the roll-in awning 1s still there. It appears:
that the original cast iron storefronts might still be intact behind the
new storefrontse.

The next seven floors are characterized by palrs of rectangular 1/1
windows puncturing the flat plane of red brick. Stone flat arches,flush
with the brick and color matching the brick, form subtle continuous bands
around the building. ,

The top two floors and the cornice are white terra cotta and white stoune.
The windows on the twelfth floor are round acnes. The projecting cornice
1s supported by palrs of elaborate brackets. Above each palr of brackets i
is @ pair of lions'heads.

The facade treatment Jjust described occurs only on the south and west
faces of the building. The other two faces are brick with much plainer de-
tail. On the east side a ground floor window has been bricked up. |

In general both the éxterior and the interior are in excellent condi-
tion. The vestibule and lobbpy, in contrast to the dark red exterior,is
white marble. The white marble stalrway from the lobby is blocked oIf at |
the second floor. The elaborate ceiling mouldings, painted a colorful yel-
low and green, form a beam~like pattern spanning the lobby's white marble
columns. The lighting in the lobby has been changed te square fluorescent
fixtures. The elevators appear to be original. The elevator doors are
polished brass with translucent glass panels.

At the basement level there are storage rooms which are under the
sidewalk. Also in the basement is the vault used by the original owner,

The Columbus Savings and Trust Company. The rental space in the building

has undergone the usual series of remodellings typical of a commercial :
building,but there are some floors which appear not to have been appreciably .
altered, still having the whlte marble walnscoted,translucent glass and
stained wood partitiouns.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Columbus Savings and Trust Company engaged Frank L. Packard to design
a building for them at the northeast corner of Long and North High Streets.
Formerly their offices were at the Spahr Bullding at 50 East Broad street.
Cyrus Huling, president of the company, I. B. Cameron, the Secretary-treasur-
er(who was soon to succeed as president), and Henry Richter were the members
of the building committee. On July 17, 1904 they announced that the contract
for the construction was awarded to John Griffiths and Son of Chicago. The
Sunday Dispatch July 17, 1904 contains the arc¢hitect's rendering of the pro-
posed "skyscraper" in additiofi to a photograph of the existing group of two
story bulldings which had to be razed. On August 29,1904 the building per-
mit was issued. The cost was estimated at $500,000, At the time of its
completion in 1905 it was one of Columbus' tallest builldings. '

The Columbus sSavings and Trust Company went bankrupt and in 1913 the
building was purchased by Depositors Realty Company. In 1920 the building
was leased to Warren B. Ferrls along with the rizht to change its name to the :
Ferris Building. He immediately transferred it to the Cleveland-Columbus
Realty Company. In 1927 Depositors Realty consolidated with Atlas Realty
Company and the name was again changed. In;1973 Atlas Realty sold the buil-~

ding to Brunner-~Mackenbach, its present owner. ‘ |
The Columbus Savings and Trust Bullding was one of tre Iinest works of ‘

Prank L. Packard, a nationally acclaimed Columbus architect. In 1892 he

formed a partnership with J.W.Yost and in 1899 acquired full interest in the
firm. His talents as an architect are bori®out by the fact that he already
has several buildings on the National Register including: Hayes Hall, Orton
Hall, Toledo and Ohio Central Railroad Station, and the 0ld Ohio Govermor's

Mansion.,. : . . . -
Although the Columbus Savings and Trust Building is basicly Second Ren-

alssance Revival with Italian models used &s design iﬁspiraﬁion, the "tri-
partite" scheme and especially the treatment of the "'!shaft" portion of the
building has certain Sullivanesgue qualities. It was built durlng an age of
eclecticism. The architect could no longer copy classic models directly; new
design solutions were regquired for the era of the skyscraper. In the design
of this buillding Packard managed to achleve a particularly heavytlooking

base, a strong,crisp-looking shaft, and a light, elaborately detailed top,

each element very different in character, yet together formipg an unusually
interesting and very attractive composition, a piece of grchltecture cer- ;
tainly worthy of a listing on the National Register of Historic Places.
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October 4, 1977

Brunner-Mackenbaugh .
1666-Seuth-High-St. 4C & FFRA G0 o,
Columbus, Ohio 43206

Dear Sirs:

I am pleased to inform you that the Atlas Building, 8 . Long Street,
Columbus, has been entered in the National Register of Historic Places
by the National Park Service, U.S. Department of the Interior.

The nomination was made in connection with a state plan to identify
and document prehistoric and historic places in Ohio which qualify
for National Register status under provisions of the National His-
toric Preservation Act of 1966. All nominations are approved by the
Ohio Historic Site Preservation Advisory Board.

[nclosed is information explaining the purposes and goals of the
National Register of Ilistoric Places.

Sincerely,

Thomas H.‘Smith
State Historic Preservation Officer
Director, Ohio Historical Society

THS: jb
enclosure

X.c: Mayor of Columbus
Nancy Reccchie, Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission

Ohio Wistoric Preservatiom Ourhae

Ohio Historical Center [1-71 & 17th Avenue Columbus, Ohio 43211 (614) 466-872'
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