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APPENDIX B
HistoriCc RESOURCE ASSESSMENT

B.1 INTRODUCTION

This section describes the significance, integrity, and existing conditions for The Ohio State
University historic buildings, campus planning elements, and landscape resources evaluated by
John Milner Associates, Inc. (JMA). The assessment is based on the Historic Buildings Survey
completed by a JMA architectural historian, and it was performed by a JMA preservation planner
trained as an architectural historian and historical landscape architect. The scope included a detailed
visual field survey of current conditions, historical research, and a comparative analysis of historic
documentation (e.g., photographs, plans, and physical evidence) and current conditions.

B.2 PRESERVATION TERMS

The United States Secretary of the Interior, through the National Park Service, is responsible for
establishing professional standards and providing advice on the preservation of historic resources.
The Secretary, under authority granted by the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, is
authorized to identify and recognize “properties of local and State significance in American history,
architecture, archeology, engineering, and culture, and worthy of preservation” through listing on the
National Register of Historic Places.! The National Register Criteria for Evaluation have been
developed and revised over an extended period of time and are the recognized professional standards
for assessing the relative significance of historic resources and the degree of integrity retained by
historically significant materials, features, and characteristics. The words ‘historic significance,’
‘integrity,” and ‘existing conditions’ have specific meanings in the field of historic preservation.

Historic Significance

The buildings and landscapes included in the Historic Buildings Survey were evaluated for
historic significance according to the National Register Criteria of Evaluation within the context
of post-secondary education in Ohio and the Midwest, 1864-2004. “When evaluated within its
historic context, a property must be shown to be significant for one or more of the four Criteria for

" Rebecca H. Shrimpton, ed. National Register Bulletin 15: How to Apply the National Register Criteria for
Evaluation (http://www.cr.nps.gov/nr/publications/bulletins/nrb15/, revised for Internet 2002), Preface.
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Evaluation - A, B, C, or D. The Criteria describe how properties are significant for their association
with important events or persons, for their importance in design or construction, or for their
information potential.”

Criteria for Evaluation

The quality of significance in American history, architecture, archeology,
engineering, and culture is present in districts, sites, buildings, structures, and
objects that possess integrity of location, design, setting, materials, workmanship,
feeling, and association, and:

A. That are associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the
broad patterns of our history; or

B. That are associated with the lives of significant persons in or past; or

C. That embody the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of
construction, or that represent the work of a master, or that possess high artistic
values, or that represent a significant and distinguishable entity whose components
may lack individual distinction; or

D. That have yielded or may be likely to yield, information important in history or
prehistory.?

Historic significance can accrue over time. Many historic buildings are characterized by a mixture
of stylistic elements that are part of the building’s evolution. For example, Starling-Loving Hall
was built in five phases, with the earliest wing built in 1917, followed by additions in 1926, 1927,
1928, and 1929. Taken as a whole, these additions add richness to the historical development of the
building. Removing any of these primary features would destroy that record, thereby diminishing
its overall significance.

Integrity

“Integrity is the ability of a property to convey its significance.” The seven aspects of integrity
defined by the National Register criteria are location, setting, feeling, association, design,
workmanship, and materials. Integrity is relative. When a resource retains a great deal of its
authentic historic design, materials, and features, its integrity is rated highly. When there is little
historic fabric remaining, integrity is generally lower. Significance and integrity are closely linked.
Using the example of Starling Hall, removal of the 1920s wings would reduce its significance as
well as its integrity.

Baseline preservation efforts focus on preserving the integrity of a resource by preserving historic
fabric. Historic building fabric includes exterior and interior features (such as porticos, windows,
stairways, woodwork, and floor plan), and materials (such as wood, stone, and plaster). Historic
landscape features include designed landscapes with paths, lawns, water features, bridges, and
vegetation.

2 Shrimpton, Section VI: How to Identify the Type of Significance of a Property.
3 Shrimpton, Section II: National Register Criteria for Evaluation.
4 Shrimpton, Section VIII: How to Evaluate the Integrity of a Property.
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Existing Conditions

Existing condition evaluations deal with the physical condition, appearance, and soundness of
the resource. Integrity and existing conditions are inextricably linked. Inappropriate maintenance
or lack of maintenance often leads to a loss of historic fabric and integrity, while appropriate
maintenance retains and repairs historic fabric and supports integrity. For example, Lord Hall has
suffered from deferred maintenance, with peeling paint, a deteriorated roof, and worn, weathered
windows. Overall, it is in poor condition. Despite this, Lord Hall retains a very high degree of
integrity with most of its original features, design, and materials intact. Remedial work to correct
its deteriorated physical condition would include a new roof, painting, and repair of the historic
wood windows, sash, and frames.

B.3 RESOURCE ASSESSMENT

The sections that follow identify and assess historic character and individual features as they existed
in their respective historical contexts and compare the historic conditions with those existing today.
Each feature listed is presented in chronological order corresponding to the three periods of historic
significance identified in Appendix A. Alphabetical and Categorical Indexes are included at the
end of the document. Each assessment includes a summary of historical significance and integrity.
The boundary of the referenced potential OSU Historic District is assumed to be the same as the
boundary proposed for the conservation overlay district. Brief comments regarding conditions are
included for obvious issues that present possible harm to a structure. Focused condition assessments
were performed for eleven structures. The information gathered during these condition assessments
may be found in the preservation management database.

FirsT PERIOD 1870-1903

45 West Eleventh Avenue (964)
This building was constructed in 1890 as a single-family dwelling and purchased by the University
in 1970 for office use.

Significance

45 West Eleventh Avenue is a remnant of the residential development that grew up around The
Ohio State University in the late-nineteenth century. It is distinguished by its Queen Anne-style
architecture. Nevertheless, it is outside the boundaries of the potential Ohio State University
Historic District and cannot be considered a contributing historic building.

Integrity

45 West Eleventh Avenue’s integrity of design, setting, materials, feeling, and association has been
diminished. The rest of the neighborhood has been demolished and replaced with surface parking.
A corridor connecting it with 53 West Eleventh Avenue was constructed in the 1970s. Removal of
the front porch, a new rear deck and connecting corridor to 53 West Eleventh Street, and modern
windows, roofing and siding have damaged its historic design and materials.

Notable conditions include deteriorated wood and porch elements, sandblasted brick, vegetation
too close to the building, and general deferred maintenance inside and out.

Hayes Hall (39)
Hayes Hall was completed in 1893 and named for Rutherford B. Hayes, President of the United
States, University Trustee, and Governor of Ohio.

Historic BUILDING SURVEY AND PRESERVATION MANAGEMENT PROGRAM ¢ FEBRUARY 2005 * B-3



THE Onio STATE UNIVERSITY * CoLUMBUS, OHIO

Significance

Hayes Hall is listed on the National Register of Historic Places. It is significant under National
Register Criterion A as an example of The Ohio State University’s late-nineteenth-century
expansion into a university. It is also significant as the first Ohio college building built exclusively
for manual, industrial, and domestic training.

It is also significant under National Register Criterion C as an outstanding example of Romanesque
Revival architecture. Its round-arched windows and entrance arch, rock face stone, and foliate
carving around the entry arch are typical features of the style. Hayes Hall is an important example
of the work of Frank L. Packard, a noted Columbus architect of the late-nineteenth century.

Integrity

Hayes Hall retains its integrity of location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, and
association. The installation of modern windows and the removal of the two small northern wings
do not detract from the overall integrity of materials and design.

The masonry exterior envelope with its red mortar, fenestration pattern, patterned sandstone, carved
brownstone trim, workmanship and siting contribute to its historic character. Much of the interior
was extensively renovated in the 1970s including plan changes, enclosed staircases, and installation
of HVAC systems; the upper floors have no remaining integrity. The ornate first floor lobby retains
its tin ceiling, oak entry doors, chair rail, coffered arches, and egg-and-dart trim motif.

Refer to the preservation management database for condition assessment documentation.

Orton Hall (60)
Orton Hall, designed by Joseph W. Yost, was completed in 1893 to house the Department of
Geology.

Significance

Orton Hall is listed on the National Register of Historic Places. It is significant as an example of
The Ohio State University’s late-nineteenth-century expansion into a university (National Register
Criterion A). It is also significant as the first college building in Ohio built primarily for museum
and laboratory space and the second home of the university library from 1893—1912. It was the first
fireproof building built by The Ohio State University.

It is significant under National Register Criterion C as an outstanding example of the Richardsonian
Romanesque style. Its rough-faced exterior sandstone, carved brownstone trim, limestone water
table, round arched windows and entry, asymmetrical massing, bell tower, and grouped windows
are typical features of this style. The interior features an ornate lobby with stained glass, clay tile
floors, and stone pillars, and an oak library with a walnut and oak balcony. The library space was
originally a single two-story high space; by the turn of the century a balcony with an open metal
railing was added. After 1923 the wood paneling, balustrade, shelving, and other features were
added. Orton Hall is an important example of the work of Joseph W. Yost, a noted Columbus
architect of the late-nineteenth century.
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A significant feature of Orton Hall was the use of building materials to tell the geologic history
of Ohio. The exterior is composed of over 30 varieties of Ohio stone, all arranged in stratigraphic
order, with the older stones at the foundation and younger stones higher on the walls. The sandstone
gargoyles that encircle the bell tower depict extinct animals that once lived in Ohio. The lobby
to Orton Hall features native stonework including 24 pillars, each a different Ohio stone. The
university library, geological museum, and classrooms and laboratories are largely intact.

Integrity

Orton Hall retains integrity of location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, and
association. The masonry exterior envelope, fenestration pattern, stone trim, workmanship, and
siting, as well as the interior lobby, library, stairs, and finishes contribute to its historic character.
While there have been no exterior additions to Orton Hall, there have been several renovations and
alterations. The original flat clay-tile roof has been restored but the plate-glass skylights have been
covered. In 1971 the exterior stonework was sandblasted. In 19791980, the interior was renovated
including new metal windows, HVAC system, and an elevator. This work did not alter the exterior,
bell tower, library reading room, and main lobby. The modern windows, doors, and infill of some
windows with louvered panels do not detract from the overall integrity of design and materials.

Ongoing water infiltration has recently caused plaster failure in the library. The 1971 sandblasting
has damaged the exterior masonry; a green mold-like growth in some areas may indicate that the
once-hard stone surfaces have been abraded and are absorbing moisture. Refer to the preservation
management database for additional condition assessment documentation.

Townshend Hall (87)
Townshend Hall was built as the first home of the College of Agriculture in 1898.

Significance

Townshend Hall is eligible for listing on the National Register of Historic Places as part of the
potential Ohio State University Historic District. It is significant under National Register Criterion
A as an example of Ohio State University’s late-nineteenth-century expansion into a university
and, under National Register Criterion C, as an outstanding example of the Second Renaissance
Revival style. Its rusticated basement and first floor, hipped clay-tile roof with wide eaves, arcaded
windows, and rusticated Doric entry porch are characteristic of the style.

Townshend Hall is also significant in the physical development of The Ohio State University
campus. It was the first building built in a classical style, presaging the increased use of Neoclassical
architecture for university buildings on the academic core. It is significant for its siting by Herman
Haerlin; as the first building built in what would become the Agricultural Group along the west side of
Neil Avenue, it established the trend of organizing campus buildings in groups of related disciplines.

Integrity

Townshend Hall retains integrity of location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling,
and association. The exterior envelope, fenestration pattern, decorative stone trim, workmanship,
roof, and siting contribute to its historic character. In 1984, Townshend Hall’s interior underwent
a major renovation and consequently has little integrity. Significant features such as the basement
level’s livestock room with show ring, bleachers, and adjacent livestock stalls, and tiled cheese and
butter-making rooms were removed. Modern windows, doors, and HVAC systems, along with an
eastern entry vestibule, do not detract from the building’s overall good exterior integrity of design
and materials.
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Mirror Lake and Mirror Lake Hollow (22 and 23)
The valley and body of water south of the Oval that became Mirror Lake and Mirror Lake Hollow
was first improved in 1895.

Significance

Mirror Lake and Mirror Lake Hollow are eligible for listing on the National Register of Historic
Places as part of the potential Ohio State University Historic District. They are significant under
National Register Criterion A as an example of The Ohio State University’s late-nineteenth-century
expansion into a university.

Mirror Lake and Mirror Lake Hollow are also significant under National Register Criterion C in
Landscape Architecture as examples of the Romantic Period design principles popularized by A.
J. Downing. Additional layers of landscape features in the Beaux-Arts and Neoclassical styles are
also significant.

The irregular, curving landscape forms, asymmetrical relationships, use of existing topography and
bodies of water, and picturesque focal points such as bridges, grottoes, and islands are characteristic
of the Downing-esque style. The layout of the axial paths follows Beaux-Arts planning principles.
During the 1920s, Mirror Lake was altered to become a single, tear-drop-shaped lake, and in 1926,
Browning Amphitheatre was built. It is a significant landscape structure with massive urns and
tiered seats based on the Neoclassical style. In the 1930s, a stone wall was added to prevent bank
erosion, the lake floor was paved, and a stone pump house was built.

Integrity

Mirror Lake and Mirror Lake Hollow retains integrity of location, design, setting, materials,
workmanship, feeling, and association. Since the 1940s there have been very few changes to the
lake or hollow. Significant extant features include the curving landscape forms, asymmetrical
relationships, axial paths, and picturesque focal points such as the Memorial Fountain, Grotto,
stone pump house, views, benches, commemorative boulders and seating areas, as well as plant
materials.

Seconp Periop 1900-1929

Hanley Alumnae Scholarship House (864)
The Hanley Alumnae Scholarship House was built circa 1900 as a single-family residence. In 1997
it was purchased by OSU and renovated for student housing.

Significance

The Hanley Alumnae Scholarship House is a remnant of the residential development that grew up
around OSU. It is a typical example of early-twentieth-century, middle-class domestic architecture
and is distinguished by its Queen Anne-style architecture. Nevertheless, it is outside the boundaries
of the potential Ohio State University Historic District and cannot be considered a contributing
historic building.

Integrity

The Hanley Alumnae Scholarship House retains integrity of location, design, workmanship, feeling,
and association. The major design elements of the building remain including fenestration pattern,
front porch, art glass window, entry door, and interior woodwork. The modern alterations are minor
and do not diminish the integrity of materials. Its setting has been lost to modern development.
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53 West Eleventh Avenue (902)
This building was constructed in 1900 as a single-family dwelling and purchased by the University
in 1965 for use as offices.

Significance

53 West Eleventh Avenue is a remnant of the residential development that grew up around Ohio State
University in the late-nineteenth century. It is distinguished by its Queen Anne-style architecture.
Nevertheless, it is outside the boundaries of the potential Ohio State University Historic District
and cannot be considered a contributing historic building.

Integrity

53 West Eleventh Avenue’s integrity of design, setting, materials, feeling, and association has been
diminished. The rest of the neighborhood has been demolished and replaced with surface parking.
A corridor connecting it with 45 West Eleventh Avenue was constructed in the 1970s. Sandblasted
masonry, a new connecting corridor to 45 West Eleventh Street, and modern windows, roofing, and
siding have damaged its historic design and materials. The interior has been altered with lowered
ceilings but the historic staircase and wood door and trim remain.

Existing condition issues include deteriorated wood and porch elements, sandblasted brick, and
general deferred maintenance inside and out.

Pomerene Alumnae Scholarship House (869)
The Pomerene Alumnae Scholarship House was built circa 1876—1899 as a single-family residence.
In 2000 it was purchased by OSU and renovated for student housing.

Significance

The Pomerene Alumnae Scholarship House is a remnant of the residential district that grew around
OSU in the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. It is distinguished by its Queen Anne-
style architecture. Nevertheless, it is outside the boundaries of the potential Ohio State University
Historic District and cannot be considered a contributing historic building.

Integrity

The Pomerene Alumnae Scholarship House retains its integrity of location, design, workmanship,
feeling, and association. The major design elements of the building remain including the irregular
plan, arched windows, cutaway bay, wrap-around porch with Tuscan columns, front porch, art glass
window, entry door. The interior features Lyncrusta paneling, and period woodwork. The modern
windows, infill of historic windows, and small modern rear addition do not diminish the integrity
of materials and design. Its original setting of a single-family residential district has been replaced
with modern multi-unit dwellings.

The main condition issue is the damage to the side elevations caused by high-pressure water
cleaning. This has removed the original painted masonry joints and caused the brick to effloresce.

Brown Hall (16)

Joseph N. Bradford, later to become University Architect, designed the 1903 Brown Hall, known
then as the Engineering Building. A classroom and office addition, also designed by Bradford, was
added to the west side in 1923.
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Significance

Brown Hall is eligible for listing on the National Register of Historic Places as part of the potential
Ohio State University Historic District. It is significant under National Register Criterion A as an
example of Ohio State University’s early-twentieth-century expansion to accommodate increased
enrollment and programs.

It is also significant under National Register Criterion C as an outstanding example of Neoclassical
architecture. The building’s plan with projecting center pavilion, colossal Ionic pilasters, rusticated
ground floor, prominent cornice, pedimented center pavilion, and recessed entry portico with a
pressed tin ceiling typify this style. Several of the architectural details of the original building
were continued in the 1923 western addition for classrooms and office. They include the rusticated
ground floor, corner pilasters, and prominent cornice. It is also significant as the work of Joseph N.
Bradford.

The Corinthian capital placed in the lawn of the south fagade is the sole surviving capital from the
portico of architect Stanford White’s Madison Square Presbyterian Church in New York City, built
in 1906. It was salvaged and located here in 1921.

Integrity

Brown Hall retains integrity of location, setting, workmanship, feeling, and association although
it suffers from deferred maintenance. The exterior masonry envelope, fenestration pattern, entry
portico, windows, and medallion with the building name and date of construction are intact. The
interior features intact ornate staircases, original ceiling heights, lobby, axial hallways, skylights,
wall and ceiling finishes, doors, windows, trim, and mezzanine in Room 178.

The tile roof over the original 1903 building was replaced with new tile in 1987; in 1993 the 1923
addition received new rolled bituminous roofing. During the 1950s, 1960s, 1970s, and 1980s the
interior was renovated to provide a gallery and office space. The original core and the 1923 addition
retain their original windows: wooden double-hung in the former and steel-framed, double-hung
windows in the latter. The addition of an elevator tower to the 1923 wing and infill of some
windows do not adversely affect the design and materials.

Existing condition issues include peeling paint, deteriorated windows in poor condition, vegetation
too close to the building, and general deferred maintenance inside and out. Refer to the preservation
management database for additional condition assessment documentation.

Page Hall (61)
Page Hall was built as the home of the College of Law in 1903.

Significance

Page Hall is eligible for listing on the National Register of Historic Places as part of the potential
Ohio State University Historic District. It is significant under National Register Criterion A as an
example of The Ohio State University’s late-nineteenth- and early-twentieth-century expansion.
When founded in 1891, the College of Law was seen as a necessary expansion of the university’s
academic program.

It is also significant under National Register Criterion C as an outstanding example of Neoclassical
architecture. The building’s symmetrical plan with an lonic colonnade and rusticated basement are
characteristic of the style. The construction of Page Hall along College Road, facing the central
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open space, within the general academic group, helped to establish a boundary of what would later
become the Oval. Page Hall’s classical architecture was an early manifestation of the formalization
of architecture in the academic core.

Integrity

Page Hall retains its integrity of location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, and
association, despite extensive alterations. The exterior masonry envelope, fenestration pattern,
Spanish-tile roof, and lonic columns are intact. The fagade at the front entry portico however has
been removed, and in its place, a glass curtain wall has been inserted. The front steps have been
altered. The original wood windows were replaced in the 1990s. The modern windows, doors, and
glass wall behind the front colonnade impact and detract from the historic integrity of Page Hall;
nonetheless, its essential Neoclassical character is evident.

In 1977 the interior of Page Hall was extensively modified. The open second floor atrium was filled
in, new interior finishes were applied, and the plumbing and electrical systems were upgraded. Page
Hall is undergoing renovation and has been gutted. This project includes the insertion of a third
floor in the formerly two-story building. Ceiling heights have been lowered so that they block the
windows. The interior has lost all integrity.

Existing condition issues pertain to the current construction project.

Mendenhall Laboratory (54)

The 1905 Mendenhall Laboratory was the first physics building at The Ohio State University. It
stands along the south side of the Oval and overlooks Mirror Lake Hollow. Two additions have
been constructed: the east wing in 1914, and the west wing in 1921-1922.

Significance

Mendenhall Laboratory is eligible for listing on the National Register of Historic Places as part
of the potential Ohio State University Historic District. It is significant under National Register
Criterion A as the product of The Ohio State University’s early-twentieth-century expansion in
programs and facilities. Mendenhall Laboratory was one of the buildings that reinforced the
boundary of the central open space of campus, later formalized as the Oval.

Mendenhall Laboratory is also significant under National Register Criterion C as an example of
the Second Renaissance Revival style and for the role its design played in formalizing the Oval.
Its classical architecture helped to set the tone for subsequent buildings built around the Oval. The
wings are also significant as the work of University Architect Joseph N. Bradford.

Integrity

Mendenhall Laboratory retains its integrity of location, design, setting, materials, workmanship,
feeling, and association. The central portion, of wood frame and brick cladding, was built 1903—
1905. The east wing followed in 1914, and the west wing in 1921-1922; both are reinforced
concrete structures with brick cladding. Its exterior masonry envelope, sandstone trim, fenestration
pattern, Doric entry porch with a tin ceiling and entablature, terra cotta spandrels and colonettes
between windows of the second and third floors, and balustrade along cornice are intact. There are
replacement metal windows.

A south addition added in 1995 diminishes the integrity of the design because it is merely a copy of
the existing building; it does not convey its modern construction.
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In 1993-1994 the interior of Mendenhall Laboratory was gutted and rebuilt; none of the original
interior features survive. Ceiling heights have been lowered so that they block the windows.

Existing condition issues relate to deferred maintenance including water damage and deteriorated
mortar joints.

Lord Hall (51)

Lord Hall was designed by Frank L. Packard to house the Departments of Mines and Ceramics in
1904. There have been two additions to the building, in 1918 and 1940-1941. It is angled towards
West 17th Avenue.

Significance

Within the overall district context, Lord Hall is an outstanding individual building with good
integrity. It is on a par with other campus buildings individually listed on the National Register.
It is a very important building within the potential Ohio State University Historic District. It is
significant under National Register Criterion A as an example of The Ohio State University’s
early—twentieth-century development.

It is also significant under National Register Criterion C as the work of architect Frank Packard,
for its eclectic architectural design with Craftsman and classical elements, and as the remnant
of Packard’s 1904 master plan. It embodies the early-twentieth-century ideals of university
architecture, which espoused substantial but not overly-ornamental buildings. Lord Hall draws on
the formality of the Neoclassical style with its symmetrical three-part plan. It features handcrafted
details popular with the Craftsman style such as exposed roof rafter ends.

Integrity

Lord Hall retains its integrity of location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, and
association. Its brick exterior envelope, fenestration pattern, open space in front of building, and
skewed orientation to the University grid are intact, as are the interior’s floor, wall, and ceiling
finishes, stairs, and wood wall, door, and window trim.

The minor rear additions and small changes in some windows and doors do not diminish its
integrity of design and materials.

Lord Hall has seen periodic small improvement projects, such as minor remodeling and heating
upgrades, but there have been no major renovations to the building since it was constructed. The
demolition of Lord Hall to make way for a more modern building has been forecast since the 1970s.

Despite years of deferred maintenance, the building’s existing condition is due to its robust
construction and solid materials. Deterioration of the roof and wood windows is evident as is
overall deferred maintenance.

Derby Hall (25)

Derby Hall was built as a two-story Chemistry Building in 1906 and has since had four additions in
1908-1909 (later demolished), 1928-1930, 1938, and 1962 (later demolished). It is located on the
north side of the Oval within a group of administrative and instruction buildings.
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Significance

Derby Hall is eligible for listing on the National Register of Historic Places as part of the potential
Ohio State University Historic District. It is significant under National Register Criterion A as
part of The Ohio State University’s early-twentieth-century development and the formalization
of architecture and planning of the campus. Its placement reinforced the central open space at the
campus core that was later formalized as the Oval.

Derby Hall is also significant under National Register Criterion C as an example of the Second
Renaissance Revival style. Designed by S. R. Burns, of Peters, Burns, and Pretzinger, its
symmetrical plan, rusticated stone arched entry, stone belt courses, and cornice with a festooned
frieze and antefixes are characteristic of this style. The 1930 addition by University Architect
Bradford continues many of these same details, adding stylized pilasters and tiled panels between
the windows on the north elevation.

Integrity

Derby Hall retains integrity of location, design, setting, workmanship, feeling, and association.
Its exterior brick envelope, fenestration pattern, tiled spandrel panels, elaborate entries, limestone
cornice and wall trim, interior courtyard, and copper anthemion roof trim are intact. The 1930
addition complements the architectural details of the historic core. The installation of modern
windows and doors does not diminish its integrity of materials.

The interior has poor historic integrity. Extensive interior renovations in the early 1990s included
asbestos removal, re-opening the courtyard within the building by removing the theater added in
1939, improving restroom facilities, replacing windows and doors, installing new interior finishes,
replacing part of the roof with asphalt shingles, as well as insertion of new HVAC systems. Only
the historic stairs and terrazzo floors remain.

The building shows evidence of deferred and inappropriate maintenance. Brick has been pointed
with Portland cement; the mortar joints do not match the historic. Vegetative growth is evident on
building elevations.

Oxley Hall (102)
Oxley Hall was constructed as the first women’s dormitory at Ohio State University in 1908. A
significant building in the southern campus, it faces Neil Avenue.

Significance

Oxley Hall is eligible for listing on the National Register of Historic Places as part of the potential
Ohio State University Historic District. It is significant under National Register Criterion A as an
example of the University’s early-twentieth-century development and expansion and as its first
dormitory built for women.

Oxley Hall is significant under National Register Criterion C as an example of the Jacobethan
Revival style, a melding of Elizabethan and Jacobean architecture with Renaissance details. The
building’s deep eaves, crenellated tower, and stone belt courses are common to this style. Oxley
Hall is also significant as the early work of a woman architect on The Ohio State University
campus, Miss Florence Kenyon Hayden. It was the first major building at OSU to be designed by a
woman; she was a student of University Architect Bradford.
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Integrity

Oxley Hall retains its integrity of location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, and
association. The exterior envelope, fenestration pattern, decorative brickwork with tinted mortar,
limestone banding, projecting bays, turret, corbelled chimneys, and complex gabled roofline are
intact. The clay tile roof has been recently replaced in kind. In the early 1990s, it was renovated
with updated mechanical systems and access. The installation of modern windows, doors, and
enclosure of the former screened porch, do not diminish its integrity of design and materials.

The interior also received an extensive renovation in 1991 that included new interior finishes and
modifications to meet current safety codes. It has only fair historic integrity.

Vines are growing on the brick, endangering the structure. Refer to the preservation management
database for additional condition assessment documentation.

Enarson Hall (85)
The 1910 Enarson Hall was the first student union built at an American public university. It
overlooks Mirror Lake Hollow in an open setting facing West 12th Avenue.

Significance

Enarson Hall is listed on the National Register of Historic Places. It is significant under National
Register Criterion A for its role in establishing a model for student unions at public colleges and
universities as well as representing the expansion of the University in the early-twentieth century.

Enarson Hall is also significant under National Register Criterion C as an example of the Jacobethan
Revival style, an early-twentieth-century architectural style that was patterned after late Medieval
buildings with Renaissance detailing popular during the reigns of Elizabeth I (1558-1603) and
James I (1603-1625). Enarson Hall’s shaped and parapeted gables, brick exterior walls with stone
lintels, sills, and mullions around the windows, and classical Doric and rusticated Ionic columns are
typical of the Jacobethan Revival. This style was chosen to harmonize with Oxley Hall.

Integrity

Enarson Hall retains its integrity of location, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, and
association. Its exterior brick envelope, fenestration pattern, elaborate entries, limestone cornice
trim, slate roof, decorative metal panels, and copper trim, gutters and downspouts are intact.
Despite numerous additions, modern windows and doors, and infill of some windows, Ernarson
maintains its overall historic character.

The building was renovated in 1987; work included a new two-story addition, new interior finishes,
replacement of the original wood windows, changes to the floor plan, and HVAC systems. The first
floor oak lobby, fireplace, oak scissor stairs with built-in benches, and third floor assembly room
remain intact.

The exterior brick and limestone has been damaged by over- cleaning; the surfaces are abraded
and pitted. The building has been totally repointed in damaging Portland cement. The replacement
bronze windows have reflective glazing; the original transoms were removed. The limestone
front entry stairs are crumbling and damaged. Refer to the preservation management database for
additional condition assessment documentation.
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The Oval (20)
The Oval was formalized from a central open space beginning in 1913 with Joseph Bradford’s
campus plan.

Significance

The Oval is eligible for listing on the National Register of Historic Places as part of the potential
Ohio State University Historic District. It is significant under National Register Criteria A as a
designed landscape and campus planning feature in the context of higher education development in
America. It is significant as the center and focal point of the OSU campus.

The Oval is also significant under National Register Criterion C in the area of Landscape
Architecture. Its spatial organization and axial pathway plan are excellent examples of the Beaux-
Arts planning principles The Oval is significant for its important role in the far-reaching influences
of the Beaux-Arts movement that formalized OSU’s campus development. Historic features include
the oval space defined by turf, pathways, vegetation including mature trees, views, commemorative
boulders, flagpoles, sundials, and statuary.

Integrity
The Oval retains integrity of location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, and
association. It is currently undergoing complete reconstruction.

Existing condition issues pertain to the current construction project.

Sullivant Hall (106)

Sullivant Hall was built in 1914 to house The Ohio Archaeological and Historical Society. Even
though it was not built as a university building, it was designed by University Architect Bradford
to harmonize with the campus. It has had three additions: northern addition - 1923—-1926; southern
addition - 1928-1929; central addition - 1948-1950.

Significance

Sullivant Hall is eligible for listing on the National Register of Historic Places as part of the
potential Ohio State University Historic District. It is significant under National Register Criterion
A as the first museum built exclusively for The Ohio Historical Society.

Sullivant Hall is significant under National Register Criterion C as an example of the Neoclassical
style. Its colossal Ionic colonnades along the east, north, and south elevations, raised basement, and
prominent cornice are all characteristic of this style.

Integrity

Sullivant Hall retains its integrity of location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, and
association. Its exterior buff brick envelope, fenestration pattern, window grilles, and decorative
stone trim are intact. All original windows have been replaced.

It has had three additions: northern addition built 1923-1926 as a World War I memorial; southern
addition built in 1928—1929; central addition, housing an auditorium, built in 1948—1950. The 1950
addition does not diminish its exterior integrity of design and materials.

The University began renovating this building for use as classrooms and an undergraduate library in
1974. This included new finishes, plan changes, and upgrades to the electrical and lighting systems.
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Some original interior elements remain such as the eastern entrance and memorial rotundas as well
as some interior finishes and stairs.

Existing condition issues pertain to the current construction project.

William Oxley Thompson Memorial Library (50)
The core of the William Oxley Thompson Library was built 1910-1913 and was expanded with a
stacks tower and two minor front wings in 1951 and a western addition in 1977.

Significance

The William Oxley Thompson Memorial Library is eligible for listing on the National Register
of Historic Places as part of the potential Ohio State University Historic District. It is significant
under National Register Criterion A as the hub and focal point of twentieth-century academic life.
Placement of the library within the Oval, to the exclusion of all other structures, further reinforced
that stature.

The William Oxley Thompson Memorial Library is also significant under National Register
Criterion B for its association with William Oxley Thompson, who sought to continue The Ohio
State University’s intellectual growth, in part through the construction of a monumental library.

The William Oxley Thompson Memorial Library is significant under National Register Criterion
C as an example of the Second Renaissance Revival style. Designed by the prominent Boston
architectural firm of Allen & Collens, its rusticated ground floor, colossal lonic colonnade, and
pronounced cornice of the original building are all hallmarks of this style. It is also significant for
its prominent place in the Beaux-Arts style campus development.

The 1951 stacks tower and smaller one-story wings retained the classical vocabulary of the original
building while establishing the library as a focal point of campus due to the height and visibility of
the tower. The 1977 addition does not follow the same classical tradition as the two earlier sections
of the library, but does maintain a similar scale and exterior material.

Integrity

The William Oxley Thompson Memorial Library retains its integrity of location, design, setting,
materials, workmanship, feeling, and association, despite the introduction of modern windows,
doors, and the large 1977 addition. Its exterior envelope, fenestration pattern, Neoclassical fagade,
and the interior’s floor, wall, and ceiling finishes, stairs, doors and trim, and elaborate main lobby
with skylights and marble trim are intact.

The building is soon to undergo a complete renovation designed by Graham Gund Architects. A
preservation consultant has been engaged to assess issues affecting historic fabric as part of that
project.

South Campus Gateway
This landscape feature is part of the original southern entrance to campus.

Significance

The South Campus Gateway is eligible for listing on the National Register of Historic Places as
part of the potential Ohio State University Historic District. It is significant under National Register
Criteria A as a product of The Ohio State University’s early-twentieth-century expansion.
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The South Campus Gateway is also significant under National Register Criterion C as an example
of early-twentieth-century Beaux-Arts planning principles and as the work of University Architect
Bradford. It has additional significance as a 1915 designed landscape feature.

Integrity

The South Campus Gateway originally featured a pair of rectangular brick columns with an iron
gate straddling Neil Avenue. Today, only the columns remain. The east column was relocated as
part of a street widening project in 2004.

East Campus Gateway
This landscape feature is part of the original eastern entrance to campus.

Significance

The East Campus Gateway is eligible for listing on the National Register of Historic Places as part
of the potential Ohio State University Historic District. It is significant under National Register
Criteria A as a product of The Ohio State University’s early-twentieth-century expansion.

The East Campus Gateway is also significant under National Register Criterion C as an example
of early-twentieth-century Beaux-Arts planning principles and as the work of University Architect
Bradford. It has additional significance as a mid-1910s designed landscape element with a curving
limestone colonnade and benches flanking the broad expanse of West 15™ Avenue.

Integrity
The East Campus Gateway retains integrity of location, design, setting, materials, workmanship,
feeling, and association. The limestone colonnade and benches facing North High Street are intact.

Starling-Loving Hall (176)
Starling-Loving Hall was built in five phases, with the earliest wing built in 1917 as the Homeopathic
Hospital. Other additions followed in 1926, 1927, 1929, 1928, and 1970.

Significance

Starling-Loving Hall is eligible for listing on the National Register of Historic Places as part of the
potential Ohio State University Historic District. It is significant under National Register Criterion A as
the product of The Ohio State University’s early-twentieth-century expansion into medical education.

Starling-Loving Hospital is significant under National Register Criterion C as an example of
early-twentieth-century hospital architecture and as the work of University Architect Bradford.
Starling-Loving Hospital was built to include the most modern conveniences and best practices in
hospital design of the period. It is also significant as an excellent example of Jacobethan Revival
architecture. Its wall buttresses, decorative stone work, stone-mullioned windows, and Tudor-
arched entry porches are all characteristic of this style. The Jacobethan Revival architecture of the
1917 building and its subsequent additions harmonized with nearby buildings, such as Oxley Hall,
with their Tudor-style design aesthetic.

The Works Progress Administration 1935-1938 addition was designed by University Architect
Smith. It used a similar architectural tradition as the original building, but was executed with
different details. It features a heavy-timber entry porch, diamond-patterned brickwork, and square
projecting bays.
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Integrity

Starling-Loving Hall retains its integrity of location, design, materials, workmanship, feeling, and
association. Its setting has changed from one of an open landscape with trees and plantings, to
a bustling medical complex. The exterior masonry envelope, fenestration pattern, and limestone
coursing, carving, and ornamentation are intact. The modern windows and minor additions do not
detract from the overall integrity of design and materials. The interior has been extensively altered;
the stairhalls, some terrazzo floors and wall and ceiling finishes, a wall safe, and large north-facing
windows and skylights survive.

Refer to the preservation management database for additional condition assessment
documentation.

Lazenby Hall (41)
Lazenby Hall was built in 1914 for the use of the Departments of Horticulture and Forestry.

Significance

Lazenby Hall is eligible for listing on the National Register of Historic Places as part of the
potential Ohio State University Historic District. It is significant under National Register Criterion
A as an example of the University’s early-twentieth-century growth and a symbol of the growing
formality of campus planning and architecture.

Lazenby Hall is also significant under National Register Criterion C as an example of the Second
Renaissance Revival style and the work of University Architect Bradford. It is one of three Second
Renaissance Revival buildings in a row (Townshend and Campbell Halls). These buildings have
uniform set backs, five-part front facades, rusticated basements, and arcaded entry porches. This
uniformity of placement and architectural style is a function of the shift in campus planning from the
informality of the mid-nineteenth century to the formal plans of the early-twentieth century. It
embodies the period’s ideals of university architecture and the importance of a unified physical plant.

Integrity

Lazenby Hall retains its integrity of location, design, materials, workmanship, feeling, and
association. Its exterior buff brick masonry envelope, fenestration pattern, terra cotta trim, egg-
and-dart and dentiled molding courses, red clay tile roof, sandstone water table, light standards,
and classical tri-partite entry are intact. A new glazed vestibule and entry doors, modern windows,
and an elevator shaft on west elevation diminish its integrity. Recently, the mortar joints appear to
have been painted brick-red.

In the 1980s the building underwent an extensive interior renovation. The attic was converted into a
full third floor and a mezzanine area was added to the second floor. The building also received new
windows, interior finishes, and HVAC systems. Only the original main hallway with its tall ceiling,
pilasters, and crown moldings remain.

Campbell Hall (18)

Campbell Hall opened as home of Home Economics (now Human Ecology) in 1916 in the former
agricultural program group west of the Oval. Additions were added in 1961-1962 and 1994—
1996.
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Significance

Campbell Hall is eligible for listing on the National Register of Historic Places as part of the
potential Ohio State University Historic District. It is significant under National Register Criterion
A as the product of The Ohio State University’s early-twentieth-century expansion to accommodate
increased enrollment and new programs.

Campbell Hall is significant under Criterion C of the National Register of Historic Places as a good
example of the Second Renaissance Revival style and as the work of University Architect Bradford.
The symmetrical five-part plan, rusticated stone first floor, arcaded entry, and prominent cornice on
the historic core are all characteristic of this style.

Integrity

Campbell Hall retains its integrity of location, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, and association.
Its exterior brick envelope, fenestration pattern, limestone water table, entry porch, cornice, and
window surrounds are intact. The interior is also largely intact with an axial hallway plan, tall ceilings,
pilasters, wood wall paneling, doors and trim, lobby wall finishes and trim, and period light fixtures.
The auditorium, however, was undergoing a major renovation during the field inspection.

The two rear additions and the introduction of modern windows and doors do not adversely affect
its integrity of design and materials.

Jennings Hall (14)
Jennings Hall was built in four phases: the historic core in 1914, with additions in 1932, 1950, and
1962.

Significance

Jennings Hall is eligible for listing on the National Register of Historic Places as part of the
potential Ohio State University Historic District. It is significant under National Register Criterion
A as an example of the University’s expansion in both programs and in the physical plant during
the early-twentieth century.

Jennings Hall is also significant under National Register Criterion C as an example the Jacobethan
Revival style. Even though the core of the building was designed by two different university
architects (Bradford and Smith) and constructed sixteen years apart, the core is unified in its
Jacobethan Revival detailing, such as the parapet wall with projecting gables, classical entry
surround, and twin copper domes. This stylistic continuity is reflected in the predominant
architectural style of the southern campus.

Integrity

Jennings Hall retains its integrity of location, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, and
association. Its exterior brick masonry, fenestration pattern, elaborate copper domes and gutter
system, terra cotta trim, entry door, copper panels and trim around windows, and roof parapet all
contribute to its character. The aluminum windows and doors do not detract from the building’s
overall integrity of materials, but the multiple rear additions diminish its integrity of design.

The primary interior spaces and materials are largely intact, including lecture halls, labs, offices,
an original fireplace on the first floor, tall ceilings, engaged pilasters, half-glazed wood doors, and

Historic BUILDING SURVEY AND PRESERVATION MANAGEMENT PROGRAM ¢ FEBRUARY 2005 ¢« B-17



THE Onio STATE UNIVERSITY * CoLUMBUS, OHIO

iron and wood stairs. In 1976 energy upgrades were made to the HVAC system. In 1982 part of the
second floor of the 1914 building was renovated. A major renovation of this building is planned to
begin in 2005.

McCracken Power Plant (69)

McCracken Power Plant was constructed to meet the increased utility needs of the university as
it expanded in the early-twentieth century. The core was constructed in two parts: 1917-1918 and
1921-1923. A third major expansion occurred in 1928—1929. It was the third power plant built for
the University.

Significance

McCracken Power Plant is eligible for listing on the National Register of Historic Places as part of the
potential Ohio State University Historic District. It is significant under National Register Criterion A
as a product of The Ohio State University’s early—twentieth-century development. The construction of
a larger power plant enabled the University to continue its growth in physical plant and in programs.

McCracken Power Plant is also significant under National Register Criterion C for its vernacular
architecture with classical design elements. The overall design is vernacular, but its organization and
decorative elements, including the segmental-arched windows, pilasters, and heavy cornice, stem
from the classical tradition. As a utilitarian building type, it is not typical to find a power plant with
such decorative details, but McCracken’s prominent location on The Ohio State University campus
and its design by University Architect Bradford called for a more decorative building than usual.

Integrity

McCracken Power Plant retains its integrity of location, design, setting, materials, workmanship,
feeling, and association. Its exterior brick envelope, fenestration pattern, limestone pedimented
cornice, limestone quoins, water table, and twin chimney stacks are intact. The twin entries feature
copper-roofed entry porticoes and wood doors. The interior is utilitarian. Minor modern additions
and installation of some modern windows and doors do not diminish its integrity of design and
materials. A connector links it to the Central Services and Classroom Buildings next door.

Regular improvements and modernizations have taken place in the equipment since the last major
addition. McCracken Power Plant continues its historic use, supplying many University buildings
with high pressure steam and hot water for heating, chilled water for cooling, hot and cold water
for domestic use, natural gas, and electricity.

Refer to the preservation management database for condition assessment documentation.

Ohio Stadium (82)

Howard Dwight Smith designed Ohio Stadium, the nation’s first double-decker horseshoe stadium.
Construction began in August 1921 and the stadium was dedicated October 1922. It has since had
many additions and renovations.

Significance

The Ohio Stadium is listed on the National Register of Historic Places. It is significant under National
Register Criterion A as the product of Ohio State University’s early-twentieth-century development.
Ohio Stadium was a symbol of Ohio State’s belief in its future greatness; its construction also
represented the rise of athletics as an integral part of American collegiate life. The stadium has
additional significance under National Register Criterion C for its Neoclassical architecture.
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Integrity

Ohio Stadium retains its integrity of location, setting, and association. Its integrity of design,
materials, workmanship, and feeling has been diminished by the enclosure of most of the historic
core within a modern addition. The most recent changes, begun in 1998 and completed in 2002,
constructed an addition enclosing the original stadium and stands across the originally-open south
end. The only extant historic features are the exterior envelope and fenestration pattern of the north
entrance. Virtually none of the historic interior floor, wall, or ceiling finishes survive.

Pomerene Hall (67)

Pomerene Hall was built to function as a women’s union, providing many of the same amenities
the Ohio Union provided to male students. It was built in two phases: 1921-1922 and 1925-1927.
Minor exterior additions were made in 1960.

Significance

Within the overall district context, Pomerene Hall is an outstanding individual building with good
integrity. It is on a par with other campus buildings individually listed on the National Register. A
nomination has been prepared but it has not yet been listed. It is significant under National Register
Criterion A as a product of The Ohio State University’s expansion during the early-twentieth
century. As one of the nation’s early women’s unions, it also represents the significant growth of
female students and their social and recreational needs. Designed by University Architect Joseph
N. Bradford and architecture professor Howard Dwight Smith, the 1922 section contained a
gymnasium and social rooms. In 1927, a second phase added the natatorium, lounges, social rooms,
and a kitchen and refectory.

Pomerene Hall is also significant under National Register Criterion C as an excellent example of the
Jacobethan Revival style. The asymmetrical plan, crenellated entry tower with oriel window, brick
exterior with limestone trim, stone-trimmed mullioned windows, and Tudor-arched entryways are
all characteristic of the style. Significant interior details include coffered and decorative plaster
ceilings, wrought iron light fixtures, leaded casement windows, and paneled Tudor-arched doors.

Integrity

Pomerene Hall retains excellent integrity of location, design, setting, materials, workmanship,
feeling, and association. It is remarkably intact and has not had a major renovation since its
construction. The exterior brick envelope, slate roof, copper gutters, fenestration pattern, limestone
decorative trim, and historic windows and doors remain. A highly-visible and intrusive HVAC unit
has been located on the terrace adjacent to the grand lounge and Mirror Lake.

The historic interior plan with its foyer, lobbies, gymnasium, grand lounge, swimming pool, and
other primary spaces survive as do the majority of its historic floor, wall, and ceiling finishes, ornate
stairs, wood doors and trim, and lighting fixtures. There have been several minor interior projects,
such as the conversion of two of the lounges into offices in 1947. A passenger elevator was installed
in 1988. The minor additions and minor interior alterations do not diminish its integrity of design
and materials.

The masonry has been totally repointed using harmful Portland cement. Inappropriate sealants
and caulking have been used to fill gaps in stone surfaces. Refer to the preservation management
database for additional condition assessment documentation.
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Mack Hall (100)

The core of Mack Hall was built as a women’s dormitory in 1922-1923. The building was twice
expanded, once in 1934-1935 and again in 1939-1940; the latter connected it to Canfield Hall. It
has always been a student dormitory, except during World War Il when it housed Army cadets.

Significance

Mack Hall is eligible for listing on the National Register of Historic Places as part of the potential
Ohio State University Historic District. It is significant under National Register Criterion A as
the product of The Ohio State University’s early-twentieth-century growth and its commitment to
providing on-campus housing. Its construction implemented the interconnected south dormitories
specified in campus plans starting with the Olmsted Brothers in 1909.

Mack Hall is also significant under National Register Criterion C as a good example of the Jacobethan
Revival style and as the work of University Architects Bradford and Smith. The dormitory’s brick
walls with limestone trim, stone-mullioned casement windows, decorative half-timbering and brick
work, Tudor-arched doorways, slate roof, copper guttering, and oriel windows are characteristic of
this style. All three components of Mack Hall use the same architectural vocabulary.

Integrity

Mack Hall retains its integrity of location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, and
association. The exterior envelope’s crenellation, gables, and parapets are remarkably intact. Other
significant features are also extant including the stone and half-timbered trim, fenestration pattern,
copper downspouts and gutters, vertical sundial on west elevation, courtyards, historic wood doors
with iron strap hinges, steeple, light fixtures, highly ornamented slate roof, copper guttering, and
balconies. The metal replacement windows do not diminish its integrity of design and materials.
The interior retains a fair amount of historic fabric including its floor plan and room arrangements,
wood doors, pointed Gothic arches, lobby areas, trim, and fireplaces. In 1987, the north entrance
facing Neil Avenue and a portion of the interior were rehabilitated to create an accessible entrance
and lobby space at ground level.

The masonry has been totally repointed using harmful Portland cement. Inappropriate sealants and
caulking have been used to fill gaps in stone surfaces and the limestone window surrounds. Refer to
the preservation management database for additional condition assessment documentation.

Hagerty Hall (37)
Hagerty Hall was built to house the College of Commerce and Journalism in 1922-1924. A large
southern addition was constructed in 1948—1950. The building is currently undergoing an interior
gut rehabilitation.

Significance

Hagerty Hall is eligible for listing on the National Register of Historic Places as part of the potential
Ohio State University Historic District. It is significant under National Register Criterion A as
the product of The Ohio State University’s early-twentieth-century expansion of programs and
physical plant. It housed the College of Commerce, founded in 1916, in response to the awareness
of business as a suitable area for academic study. The 1950 addition is significant as part of the
massive post-World War II construction to accommodate enrollment demands.

Hagerty Hall is also significant under National Register Criterion C as an example of the Second
Renaissance Revival style and as the work of University Architect Bradford. Its symmetrical front
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facade, rusticated stone first floor, lonic pilasters along the north elevation, and bold belt courses
are characteristic of this style. Its setting and style were designed to reinforce the formal plan of
the University by aligning it with the southern edge of the Oval. The 1950 expansion by Bellman,
Gillett, and Richards on the south side of the original building is aligned with the predominant axis
of campus and creates an enclosed courtyard.

Integrity

Hagerty Hall retains integrity of location, setting, design, materials, workmanship, feeling, and
association. The exterior buff brick envelope, two-story sandstone base, fenestration pattern, and
stone decorative trim on wall surface and door surrounds remain in good condition and continue to
embody the early-twentieth-century ideals of university architecture. While the 1950 addition does
not continue the classical decorative elements of the original core, it does retain the same massing
and horizontal divisions as the core. The installation of modern metal windows and doors does not
diminish the integrity of design and materials.

The interior of Hagerty Hall received several interior renovations starting in 1966. The current
renovation started in 2000 involves removal and reconstruction of the entire interior. Lowered
ceilings are visible from the exterior. The interior has no remaining historic integrity.

Neilwood Gables (260)

Neilwood Gables was built in 1924 as a privately-developed apartment house with 54 apartments
for Ohio State University students and faculty. The University purchased the building in 1968 and
it currently houses student apartments and offices.

Significance

Neilwood Gables is locally significant under National Register Criterion C as an example of the
Jacobethan Revival style. The brick exterior with stone trim, shaped gable ends, Tudor-arched
doors, and semi-octagonal bay windows are characteristic of this style. Nevertheless, it is outside
the boundaries of the potential Ohio State University Historic District and cannot be considered a
contributing historic building.

Integrity

Neilwood Gables retains its integrity of location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling,
and association. The exterior envelope, fenestration pattern, gutters, downspouts, and collector
heads, stone wall trim, and gateways into courtyards, are intact. The interior was not accessible at
the time of this assessment.

Bricker Hall (1)

Bricker Hall was built in 1923-1924 to meet the increased administrative needs of the expanding
university. It originally housed the Faculty Club and administrative offices as well as student
services, such as the Registrar and Bursar.

Significance

Bricker Hall is eligible for listing on the National Register of Historic Places as part of the potential
Ohio State University Historic District. It is significant under National Register Criterion A as the
first, and only, campus building built solely to accommodate administrative offices.

Bricker Hall is also significant under Criterion C of the National Register for its Neoclassical
architecture and as the work of University Architect Bradford. The building envelope features a
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relatively unornamented exterior with colossal pilasters and retro Greek Revival-style ornamentation,
a pair of arched tripartite entry porticos, brass doors, and copper light fixtures and free-standing
flagpole. The interior was designed with a central atrium on each floor; the third floor was altered in
the 1940s. Significant grand central spaces include a first floor lobby with Doric columns supporting
a beamed and coffered ceiling, a graceful brass trimmed central staircase, and second-floor Doric
columns that support a balcony with paneled walls and a wide embossed frieze.

Integrity

Bricker Hall retains integrity of location, setting, design, materials, workmanship, feeling, and
association. The exterior red brick envelope, limestone base course, engaged pilasters, fenestration
pattern, entry porticos and door grilles, and copper roof with cresting have excellent integrity. The
introduction of green metal windows in an odd configuration and the infill of some windows with
ventilation louvers does not adversely affect its integrity.

The interior’s formal spaces, marble trim, furniture, wall and ceiling details and finishes in the
first and second floor lobbies, stairs, and doors and trim also have excellent integrity. The 1940s
third floor renovations enclosed the atrium between the second and third floors and covered the
skylight.

Vegetation is growing too close to the building.

Hamilton Hall (38)

The historic core of Hamilton Hall was built in three phases between 1923 and 1927 to serve the
Colleges of Medicine and Dentistry. Minor additions were made in the 1930s, 19501951, 1957—
1958, and 1961-1962.

Significance

Hamilton Hall is eligible for listing on the National Register of Historic Places as part of the
potential Ohio State University Historic District. It is significant under National Register Criterion
A as the product of The Ohio State University’s early-twentieth-century expansion to include a
College of Medicine, as well as the University’s efforts to integrate it into the campus functional
groups. The adjacent quadrangle with lawns and mature trees contribute to its campus planning
significance.

Hamilton Hall is also significant under National Register Criterion C as an example of the
Jacobethan Revival style. The buff brick exterior, limestone trim, quoins, and entries, roof parapets,
wall buttresses, stone-mullioned windows, oriel windows, Tudor-arched entry porches with tracery
are all characteristic of the style. It features a large, ornate clock on the north elevation and original
iron light standards. The architectural style harmonizes with the adjacent Starling-Loving Hospital
as well as the other southern campus buildings.

Integrity

Hamilton Hall retains integrity of location, setting, design, materials, workmanship, feeling, and
association. The exterior envelope, fenestration pattern, stone trim including window mullions,
panels between windows, entry porches, and the clock are very much intact except for minor
additions and the 1970s replacement metal windows and doors. The brick has also been sandblasted
and repointed with damaging Portland cement.
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The interior lost the majority of its historic integrity during renovations in 1988 and 1990. Work
included the installation of new finishes, as well as electrical, plumbing, heating, ventilation,
and air conditioning systems throughout the building. The historic staircases with oak rails and
ornamental metalwork remain.

Vegetation is growing too close to the building.

Arps Hall (11)

The 1926 Arps Hall was the first building at The Ohio State University built for the College of
Education. It has housed offices, classrooms, and laboratories for this college since its construction.
Two additions were made in the 1950s.

Significance

Arps Hall is eligible for listing on the National Register of Historic Places as part of the potential
Ohio State University Historic District. It is significant under National Register Criterion A as the
product of The Ohio State University’s early-twentieth-century expansion both in curriculum and
physical plant.

Arps Hall is also significant under Criterion C of the National Register as a good example of the
Neoclassical style and the work of University Architect Bradford. The red brick exterior envelope,
fenestration pattern, limestone trim, restrained ornamentation, pedimented entry bay, and use of
colossal lonic columns are hallmarks of this style.

Integrity

Arps Hall retains integrity of location, setting, workmanship, feeling, and association. The exterior
envelope, fenestration pattern, stone and metal decorative details, and lighting fixtures remain. The
two 1950s additions used materials and massing similar to the original core, although using a more
simplified and modern design vocabulary than the original Neoclassical. These additions, and the
installation of bronze replacement windows, do not adversely affect the overall design or materials
of the historic core.

The interior was extensively modernized in the 1960s and 1980s. Only the lobby with its corbelled
arches, engaged pilasters, trim, and terrazzo floors, as well as the axial hallway plan, survive.

Vegetation is growing too close to the building. Ivy is also growing on the facade.

Kuhn Honors and Scholars House (959)
The Kuhn Honors and Scholars House was built in 1927 as a home for University presidents. It
served this purpose until 1972 and currently houses the Honors Program.

Significance

The Kuhn Honors and Scholars House is eligible for listing on the National Register of Historic
Places as part of the potential Ohio State University Historic District. It is significant under National
Register Criterion A as part of the University’s early-twentieth-century expansion and its efforts to
provide the president with a home suitable for entertaining.

The Kuhn Honors and Scholars House is also significant under Criterion C of the National Register
for its Tudor Revival architecture and as the work of University Architect Bradford. A rich mixture
of materials including steeply pitched slate roofs, half-timbered front gables, red brick walls,
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limestone door surrounds, corbelled brick chimneys, leaded-glass casement windows, decorative
copper collection heads for the gutters and downspouts, and heavy wooden entry porch all survive
and are hallmarks of the Tudor Revival style. This architectural style was chosen to blend with the
other buildings in the south campus.

Integrity

The Kuhn Honors and Scholars House retains excellent integrity of location, design, setting,
materials, workmanship, feeling, and association. The exterior envelope, fenestration pattern,
leaded windows, wood doors, entry porches, and materials are remarkably intact. It also maintains
its original residential setting above Mirror Lake Hollow in an open, partially wooded area of
campus. The enclosure of the rear plaza does not diminish the integrity of the overall building.
However, there are two contemporary changes that impact integrity due to the introduction
of visually intrusive elements: the over-scaled new rear terrace, presumably added to provide
universal access, and the large HVAC unit mounted to the west of the sun room.

The interior plan and details are also remarkably intact. The entry hall, first floor, and stair hall are
intact including the oak and slate floors, wood paneling, carved stone details, fireplace, and wood
doors. Other portions of the building have been modernized.

Woments Field House (29)

The Women'’s Field House was built in 19261927 to house women’s athletics and equipment near
the athletic fields. In 2002 the building was moved west across the athletic fields to make room for
a new recreation center.

Significance

The Tudor Revival-style Women’s Field House is an early example of a collegiate structure built
specifically for women’s athletics. The use of stone and clapboards as well as its asymmetrical
gabled wing, round-arched tongue-and-groove doors, and overhanging first floor are elements of
this style. Nevertheless, it cannot be considered a contributing historic building for two reasons:
it is outside the boundaries of the potential Ohio State University Historic District and it has been
moved from its original site.

Integrity

The Women'’s Field House retains integrity of design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, and
association, but because it has been moved, it is not eligible for listing in a proposed Ohio State
University Historic District.

McPherson Chemical Laboratory (53)

McPherson Chemical Laboratory was built in two phases in 1927-1929 as an addition to the
Sawtooth Chemistry Laboratory (not extant) with office, classroom, and library spaces. It stands
facing an open courtyard in the Engineering Group.

Significance

Built as the second and third additions to the 1921-1924 Sawtooth Chemistry Laboratory, the
Bradford-designed Second Renaissance Revival-style McPherson Chemical Laboratory reflects
OSU’s early-twentieth-century development. Because it is a remnant of the original building,
demolished in 1983, it cannot be considered eligible for the potential Ohio State University Historic
District.
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Integrity

McPherson Chemical Laboratory has lost most of its historic integrity due to demolition of the
Sawtooth Laboratory; the latter was the reason for the support spaces housed in McPherson. The
total gut of the interior and new windows and doors in the late 1990s further detracts from its
integrity. The only remaining historic elements are the exterior’s rusticated ground floor, prominent
belt courses, antefix trim at the roof ridge, and symbolic ornament carved into the western door
surrounds.

Cockins Hall (63)

Cockins Hall was built in 1929—1930 as the Pharmacy and Bacteriology Building. In 1962 the Math
Tower was built adjoining its east elevation. Cockins Hall stands on a slight knoll and is surrounded
by modern buildings of the Engineering Group.

Significance

Cockins Hall is eligible for listing on the National Register of Historic Places as part of the potential
Ohio State University Historic District. It is significant under National Register Criterion A as part
of the University’s early-twentieth-century expansion.

Cockins Hall is also significant under Criterion C of the National Register for its Neoclassical
architecture and as the work of University Architect Bradford. Its symmetrical plan, simplified
classical details, brick masonry, cast stone water table and banding, pilasters, quoins, copper roof
with antefixes along the front cornice, copper light fixtures, fenestration pattern, and metal spandrel
panels are typical details of this style.

The interior’s original first floor hallway with Art Deco-style details and telephone nooks, as well
as oak stair halls, wood doors, brass fittings, and terrazzo floors contribute to its historic character.

Integrity

Cockins Hall retains its integrity of location, setting, workmanship, feeling, and association. The
exterior envelope, fenestration pattern, metal ornament along cornice and below windows, lighting,
and other details are in excellent condition. Inappropriate green metal windows have replaced the
originals. The adjoining modern Math Tower detracts somewhat from its integrity, but Cockins Hall
retains its overall qualities of early-twentieth-century university architecture. Much of the interior
floor, wall, and ceiling finishes, ventilation grilles, doors and trim, and stairs are intact.

THirRD PERIOD 1930-1954

Fechko Alumnae Scholarship House (40)
The Fechko Alumnae Scholarship House was built as a Home Management Laboratory for the
Home Economics Department in 1931 near the south dormitory complex.

The building has subsequently served as a residence for women students.

Significance

Fechko Alumnae Scholarship House is eligible for listing on the National Register of Historic
Places as part of the potential Ohio State University Historic District. It is significant under
National Register Criterion A as part of the University’s expansion of programs and hands-on
instruction promoted by land grant institutions.
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Fechko Alumnae Scholarship House is also significant under Criterion C of the National Register
for its Tudor Revival-style architecture and as the work of University Architect Bradford. The
irregular massing, half-timbered and brick exterior wall surface with rubble stone details,
sandstone base, oriel window, slate roof, copper gutter system, and steeply pitched slate roof are
all characteristics of this style, which harmonizes with the Jacobethan Revival style of surrounding
dormitories. Its residential qualities are reflected in its setback and expanses of lawn. The interior
was not accessible at the time of this assessment but it appears that much of the first floor historic
fabric survives including the stairhall, wood trim, and ceiling heights.

Integrity

Fechko Alumnae Scholarship House retains its integrity of location, design, setting, workmanship,
materials, feeling, and association. Its exterior envelope, fenestration pattern, doors, entry porches,
copper gutters and downspouts, and rich textures and patterns are in excellent condition. The
installation of modern windows does not diminish its integrity. Much of the first floor interior
appears to be intact.

Ramseyer Hall (90)
Ramseyer Hall was built in 1932 as an experimental and progressive school operated by the College
of Education. In 1968 it was converted to university classroom and office use.

Significance

Within the overall district context, Ramseyer Hall is an outstanding individual building with good
integrity. It is on a par with other campus buildings individually listed on the National Register.
It is a very important building within the potential Ohio State University Historic District. It is
significant under National Register Criterion A as the product of The Ohio State University’s
early-twentieth-century expansion of programs. Ramseyer Hall has additional significance as an
important and influential experimental and progressive school. Its use of experimental teaching
methods, small class size, intensive arts education, and self-directed curriculums are still considered
important goals today.

Ramseyer Hall is also significant under National Register Criterion C as a late example of the
Beaux-Arts style and as the work of University Architect Smith. Ramseyer Hall’s colossal pilasters
and exuberant architectural detail such as the curved corner entry integrated with the stair tower
and skylights are typical of this style. The interior features its original floor plan, wood doors, cove
ceilings, ornamental plaster, oak and glass display cases, and lockers along walls.

Integrity

Ramseyer Hall retains excellent integrity of location, design, setting, materials, workmanship,
feeling, and association. The exterior envelope, fenestration pattern, lighting, memorial flagpole,
decorative stone trim, metal spandrel panels, copper oriel windows and balconies, copper cresting,
anthemion running roof ornament, and other features are remarkably intact and continue to embody
early-twentieth-century ideals of educational architecture. The brick has been totally repointed with
mortar joints that are too wide and do not match the original. The 1988 green metal windows and
doors and infill of some windows do not diminish its integrity.

The interior is also remarkably intact with excellent integrity. Significant features such as the fourth
floor tower room, skylit hallways, floor plan, different ornamental plaster motifs on each floor,
lockers and display cases, and curved stair hall and lobby have very good integrity. The building
was extensively renovated for use as classrooms and office space for the College of Education
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in the 1960s including conversion of the gymnasium and cafeteria into classrooms and a media
library. Some ceilings have been lowered but the drop is appropriately held back from the perimeter
windows.

Refer to the preservation management database for condition assessment documentation.

Boyd Laboratory (110)

Boyd Laboratory was built in 1933 as a Highway Testing Laboratory for the Ohio Highway
Department. It is located within the engineering area of The Ohio State University’s academic core.
It served this purpose until 1961; in 1964, it was renovated to serve the Department of Engineering
Mechanics.

Significance

Boyd Laboratory is eligible for listing on the National Register of Historic Places as part of the
potential Ohio State University Historic District. It is significant under National Register Criterion
A as part of the University’s expansion of research facilities in the early-twentieth century.

Boyd Laboratory is significant under Criterion C of the National Register as an example of a
designed laboratory by University Architect Smith. Its simplified classical detailing reflects its
utilitarian use while blending with the more elaborate buildings elsewhere on The Ohio State
University campus.

Integrity

Boyd Laboratory retains its integrity of location, setting, design, materials, workmanship, feeling,
and association. The red brick exterior envelope, limestone base course, fenestration pattern, and
signage are all intact. A 1960s remodeling included the installation of new aluminum windows
and doors and new interior finishes, including suspended ceilings and vinyl floor tiles. The interior
therefore retains very little integrity. Overall the building still conveys its significance as an early—
twentieth-century utilitarian laboratory.

Stillman Hall (84)

The historic core of Stillman Hall was built to house the department of Social Work in 1937 along
College Road near the College of Education grouping. A large addition was built on the north
elevation of the historic core in 2000.

Significance

Stillman Hall is eligible for listing on the National Register of Historic Places as part of the potential
Ohio State University Historic District. It is significant under National Register Criterion A as part
of the University’s early-twentieth-century expansion.

Stillman Hall is also significant under Criterion C of the National Register as an example of WPA-
built eclectic architecture that combines classical form with Art Deco-inspired ornament and as the
work of University Architect Smith. He combined elements of classical architecture such as the
symmetrical form and pedimented entry surround, with elements of the Art Deco style such as the
copper spandrels between the second and third floor windows, and the streamlined appearance of
the rusticated curved wall of the auditorium section of the historic core. The motto carved in the
first floor belt course: “Justice, Freedom, Democracy, Knowledge, Experience, Happiness,” reflects
the purpose and ideals of both the school of Social Work and the WPA.
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Stillman Hall is also significant for the 10 murals painted on the walls of the fourth floor Social
Work Library by Emerson Burkhart. He was regarded as one of Ohio’s leading artists of the time.

Integrity

Stillman Hall retains its integrity of location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, and
association. The brick and limestone exterior envelope, quoins, belt course, fenestration pattern,
decorative copper panels, decorative stone trim, and classical entry all survive. The interior has
been extensively remodeled, but historic wall finishes, stairs, fourth floor murals, and doors are
intact. The 2000 addition, and the installation of modern windows and doors, does not diminish its
integrity of design and materials. It replicates many of the architectural details of the original core,
including the brick exterior, corner quoins, and stone belt courses. It is separated from the historic
core by a glass-walled hyphen.

Refer to the preservation management database for condition assessment documentation.

Kennedy Commons (105)
The core of Kennedy Commons was built as a dining hall for the women’s residence halls on south
campus in 1940. A large addition was constructed in 1955.

Significance

Kennedy Commons is eligible for listing on the National Register of Historic Places as part of the
potential Ohio State University Historic District. It is significant under National Register Criterion
A as part of the University’s mid-twentieth-century expansion of on-campus residence halls.

Kennedy Commons is also significant under Criterion C of the National Register for its Tudor
Revival-style architecture and as the work of University Architect Smith. Its richly-textured exterior
envelope features clinker—brick, English-bond masonry, casement windows, half-timbering, and
wood doors with hand-forged straps.

Integrity

Kennedy Commons retains integrity of location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling,
and association. The brick exterior envelope, dormers, gables, slate roof, copper guttering, wood
door, and fenestration pattern are all intact. The windows have been replaced and the brick has
been totally repointed with mortar joints that are too wide and do not match the original. The 1955
addition is not compatible with the historic structure. The interior was not accessible at the time of
this assessment.

Faculty Club (28)

The Faculty Club building was the first independent home of this organization. The building was
constructed in 1940 and had minor additions in 1966 and 1990. It is adjacent to the Oval and
overlooks Mirror Lake in an open lawn setting.

Significance

The Faculty Club is eligible for listing on the National Register of Historic Places as part of the
potential Ohio State University Historic District. It is significant under National Register Criterion
A as part of the University’s mid-twentieth-century expansion of social facilities for its students
and staff.

The Faculty Club is also significant under National Register Criterion C for its eclectic Art
Moderne-inspired architectural style and as the work of University Architect Smith. The design
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incorporates simplified classically-inspired details, such as the corner quoins and rusticated
basement, with sleek styling, a carved crest above the main entry, a syncopated fenestration pattern,
and spacious salons executed in a minimalist tradition. This sophisticated building is an example of
the transition from the more architecturally academic buildings, such as nearby Kuhn Honors and
Scholars House, to the post-World War II buildings that were devoid of much architectural detail,
such as Smith Laboratory.

Integrity

The Faculty Club retains its integrity of location, setting, workmanship, design, materials,
feeling, and association. Its exterior patterned brick envelope, sandstone trim, bronze entry doors,
fenestration pattern, original metal windows, balconets, stone decorative details, and setting in the
Mirror Lake and Oval landscapes are all remarkably intact. The minor modern additions do not
diminish its integrity.

The club’s grand salon, grand dining room, pub, library, reception rooms, committee rooms, and
a dining room and kitchen are also all remarkably intact. Period details such as the grand salon’s
leaded glass doors, the yellow and black patterned terrazzo, Art Deco-styled phone booth, and sleek
black terrazzo stair with brass rails and decorative swags are important surviving features. Except
for the lowered ceiling in the first floor hallway, and some changes to the sitting room, there have
been few interior modifications.

Canyeld Hall (98)
Canfield Hall was built in 1940 as an expansion of the Women’s Dormitory complex south of West
12" Avenue. An addition was added to the east elevation in 1955.

Significance

Canfield Hall is eligible for listing on the National Register of Historic Places as part of the potential
Ohio State University Historic District. It is significant under National Register Criterion A as part
of The Ohio State University’s expansion of dormitory facilities in the mid-twentieth century. It
demonstrates the University’s continued commitment to providing housing for its students.

Canfield Hall is also significant under National Register Criterion C as a late example of the
Jacobethan Revival style and as the work of University Architect Smith. This style was popular
for large public buildings in the early-twentieth century, especially collegiate buildings. Canfield
Hall’s brick exterior with random clinker bricks and patterned brickwork, half-timbered decorative
details, steeply pitched gable roofs, and the stone wall and window trim are all elements of the
Jacobethan Revival style.

Integrity

Canfield Hall retains integrity of location, setting, workmanship, feeling, and association. Its
exterior rough-patterned brick envelope, limestone trim, base course, fenestration pattern, entry
porch, copper gutter, downspout, and conductor heads are intact. However, the 1955 addition
unfavorably affects the integrity of design and materials for the building as a whole. Masonry on
the Neil Avenue elevation has been inappropriately mask-grouted. Likewise, problematic caulking
at the limestone quoins is poorly executed and is an inappropriate use of modern materials. Despite
this, Canfield Hall still conveys its historic significant as a mid-twentieth-century example of
university architecture and dormitory facilities for women. The interior was not accessible at the
time of this assessment.

Masonry and limestone caulking problems are evident.
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Baker Hall (95)
The historic core of Baker hall was built in 1940 as a men’s dormitory in the south campus dormitory
complex. Park and Smith halls, circa late 1950s dormitories, adjoin Baker Hall’s south elevation.

Significance

Baker Hall is eligible for listing on the National Register of Historic Places as part of the potential
Ohio State University Historic District. It is significant under National Register Criterion A as a
product of The Ohio State University’s expansion of on-campus residences in the mid-twentieth
century and its renewed commitment to provide on-campus housing for male students.

Baker Hall is also significant under Criterion C of the National Register as the work of University
Architect Smith. The building marks a transition from the academic revival styles to the modern
dormitories. Baker Hall features many elements of the Jacobethan Revival style, including a
patterned brick exterior, limestone entry, copper-clad bays, slate roof, parapetted gable roofs,
dormers, and oriel windows. Overall, it is generally a more simplified stylistic interpretation and
lacks other decorative detail flourishes such as chimney pots, random clinker bricks, and half-
timbered decorative details.

Integrity

Baker Hall retains its integrity of location, setting, workmanship, feeling, and association. The red
brick building envelope, fenestration pattern, stone decorative details, period lighting, and copper-
clad bays are still intact. Its significance as a transitionally-styled, mid-twentieth-century dormitory
is affected by the addition of the 1957 West Baker wing, the 1958 expansion of food service areas,
and the 1996 installation of aluminum windows and doors. Despite this, Baker Hall remains a
contributing historic building. The interior was not accessible at the time of this assessment.

Hughes Hall (42)

Hughes Hall was initially planned in 1941, but World War II construction restrictions postponed the
project until 1949. Originally devoted to the fine arts, it is located along College Road with other
buildings of similar function.

Significance

Hughes Hall is eligible for listing on the National Register of Historic Places as part of the potential
Ohio State University Historic District. It is significant under National Register Criterion A as the
product of The Ohio State University’s mid-twentieth-century expansion into the fine arts. It was
the first major post-World War II construction project.

Hughes Hall is significant under National Register Criterion C as a restrained example of the
Neoclassical style and as the work of University Architect Smith. The symmetrical form, double
entrances, quoins, rusticated ground floor, and antefix ornament on the roof ridge are elements of
this style. It is typical of the later Neoclassical style in that the building has inset pilasters between
the windows instead of the classical orders.

Integrity

Hughes Hall retains integrity of location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, and
association. The only alteration since its construction was a roof replacement in 1996. Its exterior
red brick envelope, limestone trim, metal windows, fenestration pattern, antefix roof ornament,
and copper spandrel panels are all intact. A large new ramp for universal access has been added to
the facade; its design is not sympathetic or compatible with the historic character. The interior also
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retains good integrity with original floor, wall, and ceiling finishes, glazed yellow brick, lockers,
and half-glazed wood doors.

The masonry has been repointed with mortar joints that do not match the historic.

Smith Laboratory (65)

The original core of Smith Laboratory was built in 1949 among the engineering and science
buildings along West 18" Avenue to accommodate the Physics Department. It was expanded in
1959 and 1968. The building has had several services upgrades, but no overall renovation.

Significance

Smith Laboratory is eligible for listing on the National Register of Historic Places as part of the
potential Ohio State University Historic District. It is significant under National Register Criterion
A as the product of The Ohio State University’s mid-twentieth-century expansion to accommodate
post-World War II enrollment and the changing needs of physics research.

The architecture of Smith Laboratory cannot be considered significant under Criterion C. Although
designed by noted University Architect Smith, it is utilitarian with simple details, such as corner
quoins and glazed brick and glass block ornamental panels. This type of architecture is typical of
much of the post-World War II university construction.

Integrity

Smith Laboratory retains integrity of location, setting, workmanship, feeling, and association. The
exterior brick envelope, fenestration pattern, decorative glass block and glazed brick panels remain,
as do some of the plain interior floor, wall, and ceiling finishes, stairs, doors and trim. The 1959
and 1968 additions leave the original core visible, but dwarf the scale of the original building and
mimic its details, obscuring their modern construction, and diminishing the integrity of design and
materials of the original core.
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